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THE COORDINATOR’S CORNER
Mike Ensor, Coordinator

I first want to especially thank Elizabeth Matarese
for her Garden Tour and hospitality in hosting our
Anne Arundel Master Gardeners during this past
month. Also I want to thank Billie and James Rash
(Elizabeth’s neighbors) for allowing us to see the
rare orchids on their property. The Rash’s hope
to be new interns in the class of 2009.

I also want to thank all of our Master Gardeners
for helping to put together our Open House this
past month. The booth displays of the projects,
the speakers, the plant sales and Master
Gardener interviews are all important in the
promotion of the Master Gardener Program.
Ideas for future open houses are welcomed.

It is now official – our parent organization title is
UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND EXTENSION! The
title change has gone through all the official
levels: “Cooperative” has been deleted. This
means changes in logo, letterhead, etc. but the
feeling is this ties us more closely to the
University.

I wish everyone a wonderful summer and hope
everyone finds some time to relax with family and
friends!
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LIME DISEASE_______________________________________________________________
Joan Sills, MG

Summer is the peak season for ticks, tick bites
and Lyme disease. Since summer also means
more participation in outdoor activities, you need
to take the necessary precautions and check
yourself regularly for ticks.

What is Lyme disease? Lyme disease is an
illness caused by the bacterium, Borrelia
burgdorferi.

How is Lyme disease spread? The bacteria are
spread by the bite of infected Ixodes scapularis
(black-legged) ticks. In Connecticut, these ticks
are also commonly known as deer ticks. When in
its nymphal stage, the tick is about the size of a
poppy seed or the period at the end of this
sentence. Not all deer ticks are infected.

Who gets Lyme disease? Anyone can get Lyme
disease; however, it is more prevalent in children
< 10 years old.

What are the symptoms of Lyme disease?
Early Lyme disease symptoms include an
expanding red rash that may appear around the
area of the tick bite. The rash can resemble a
bull’s eye with a clearing center and distinct ring
around it. Other early symptoms may include flu-
like symptoms: fatigue, headache, fever, and achy

muscles and joints. Later symptoms may include
arthritis, neurologic problems, and heart
problems.

How soon do symptoms appear? The early
symptoms of Lyme disease usually occur within
the first month after the tick bite. Later symptoms
can occur several weeks to several months later.

How is Lyme disease diagnosed? Lyme
disease may be difficult to diagnose because the
symptoms can mimic many other disorders. Blood
tests can be helpful in the diagnosis of Lyme
disease but should not be used exclusively.
Physicians will consider symptoms, history of tick
bite, and the possibility of coming in contact with
ticks to help in the diagnosis. If Lyme disease is
suspected as the cause of illness, it is important
that medical attention be sought.

What is the treatment for Lyme disease? Lyme
disease is easily treated when detected in the
early stages. Treatment with oral antibiotics, such
as doxycycline or amoxicillin, taken for a few
weeks are often effective. Intravenous antibiotic
treatment may be necessary for patients with late
symptoms of Lyme disease.

How can Lyme disease be prevented? To
prevent Lyme disease and other tick-borne
infections, the best protection is to avoid contact
with ticks. When working or playing outside in
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Mimosa is a flat-topped, thornless, deciduous tree
with single or multiple stems which can grow to be
20-40 feet tall. The thin bark is light in color and
smooth. It is a legume with delicate, fernlike
leaves that are bipinnately compound, meaning
they are divided into sections and the sections are
divided again into smaller sections. The leaves
are asymmetric, with the midrib closer to and
parallel to one of the margins (leaf edge). It may
be confused with honey locust, because both are
in the Pea family and have bipinnate leaves.

Mimosa has very showy, fragrant, pink flowers.
An unusual characteristic of this tree is that the
flowers and leaves close overnight. Changes in
water pressure in specialized structures at the
base of the petioles and leaflets cause the
movement. The flowers give way to numerous
flat, tan colored seed pods, which ripen in late
summer, and look like large beige lima bean
pods. Large quantities of seeds are produced.
The papery pods can be easily dispersed by wind
and water. Although few wildlife species feed on
this plant, birds can aid in seed dispersal by
activity among the branches. This allows this plant
to quickly spread and invade new areas. In
addition to this, mimosa seeds have impermeable
seed coats that allow them to remain viable and
dormant for years, making the tree difficult to
eradicate. Mimosa is rarely recommended as an
ornamental plant in the US, but its feathery
blossoms can be very attractive. Excellent native
alternatives to mimosa include flowering dogwood
(Cornus florida), redbud (Cercis canadensis) and
serviceberry (Amelanchier arborea). Check with
the Maryland Native Plant Society
(www.mdflora.org) for plant recommendations for
your particular area.

Mimosa is susceptible to cold and disease,
especially to mimosa wilt a fungal disease caused

by a species of fusarium. This susceptibility can
cause them to be short lived trees, but the
disease does not seem to have a serious impact
on mimosa populations.

Mimosa can be controlled using a variety of
preventative, mechanical and/or herbicide
controls. Most important is preventing the spread
of mimosa by removal of existing plants within the
landscape and educating others of the dangers of
planting this species. Mechanical controls include
hand pulling of seedlings when they are large
enough to grasp. For large trees, girdling or
cutting at the ground level and then following up

with repeated cutting or herbicide treatment can
give good control. It is best to girdle/cut the trees
when they at or before flowering, to prevent seed
production. Herbicide treatments can be done as
foliar treatments, basal bark treatments or cut
stump treatments. Recommended herbicides
include glyphosate, triclopyr and clopyralid. There
are no known biological control agents for
mimosa.

Credits to Lane Heimer, MDA and K. Kyde, MD
DNR - www.mdinvasivesp.org
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Anne Arundel Master Gardener Project Reports

Descriptions of all Master Gardener projects can be found on the Web (click here).

Apprentice Garden
Anne Nourse, Chair, MG

The month of May has been very busy for our
Apprentice Gardeners. They have now finished
planting their veggies in their plots and are soon
getting ready to harvest some radishes, lettuce
and maybe some carrots. Their broccoli

continues to grow along with their tomato and
pepper plants.

A communal planting of cucumbers, sunflowers,
watermelons, beans and sweet potatoes also took
place. The cotton plants, blueberry bushes,


